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Purpose 

Describe the Comprehensive Sustainable 

Development Plan (CSDP) and adoption of the 

Guidance Manual for Smart, Safe Growth (SSG) 

Describe support for regulations revisions in 

CSDP and the Guidance Manual   

Describe the importance of long-term planning 

to achieve SSG and sustainable development 
outcomes 



Learning Objectives

Understand how the CSDP and the Guidance Manual integrate

Explore how to implement Best Management Practices (BMP) to 

foster SSG

Locate and use the regulation reviews in the Guidance Manual 

Locate policy change recommendations in the CSDP

Practice using the CSDP, Guidance Manual, and reviews to 

make recommendations for SSG implementation



Introduction 

Pace and pattern of development 

Built environment resiliency

Embed SSG Principles

Require more resilient private development 

Regulation revision = more sustainable 

resilient communities  



Comprehensive Sustainable 

Development Plan (CSDP)

CSDP guides development sustainably

Development guidelines shape CSDP 

implementation

CSDP adopts SSG Principles

SSG = strategies/tools for BMP

SSG implementation is voluntary

Voluntary actions taken today yield 

benefits for tomorrow



Activity – SSG Best Management Practices

How can you implement BMP to incorporate SSG 
Principles into your work?

Break into groups

Discuss and write down ideas (5 Minutes)

Elect a person in the group to share ideas

Share ideas from groups (10 Minute Group 

Discussion)





CSDP – Regulations as Development 

Guidelines
Regulations = powerful tools to achieve CSDP vision and 
goals

Revised regulations can support SSG and sustainable 
development

Regulations reflect community values  

Guide how things are done and behaviors

Shape practices and expectations

Establish new expectations among community and 
developers



CSDP Section V-

Policy and Planning Recommendations

CSDP recommends regulation review/update

Support CNMI values and the planning process 

Foster sustainable development and SSG

Provide consistency across sectors

Source: CSDP, Page 95



CSDP Section V-

Recommendation for Regulations

Guidance Manual provides priorities and 
recommendations for revisions

Agencies coordinate regulations revisions during 
ongoing planning periods

Agencies should be familiar with 
recommendations in the Guidance Manual

Source: CSDP, Page 101



Guidance Manual - Regulation Review  

Comprehensive review of CNMI regulations 

Chapter 6.0 – Summary of SSG-relevant 
regulations  

Appendix B – Evaluation of CNMI regulations for 

conformance with SSG Principles

Summarized in Table B1

Evaluation summaries



Guidance Manual - Regulation Review 

Chapter 6.0 - Table 6.1

Chapter Title or

Sub-chapter 

Title

CMC Title / 

Section(s) 

Statute Title

(Public Law #) Summary

Bureau of Environmental Quality – Titles 15 and 65

Coastal 

Resources 

Management 

Rules and 

Regulations

15-10

1 CMC §§ 2081-2082

2 CMC §§1501-1543

Coastal 

Resources 

Management Act 

of 1983 

(PL 3-47)

The DCRM regulations are intended to

balance wise use and conservation within

the CNMI. The 1983 legislation articulated

23 policy goals for coastal resource

management that range from planning,

education, and inter-agency coordination of

permitting and enforcement. The policies

connect to SSG Principles by supporting

habitat protection and enhancements as

well as limiting development in high risk

coastal hazard and shoreline areas.

Aboveground 

Storage Tank 

Regulations

65-5

1 CMC §§ 2646-2649 

2 CMC §§ 3101-3134

Commonwealth 

Environmental 

Protection Act of 

1982

(PL 3-23)

These DEQ regulations are intended to

protect against pollution from AST spills.

The regulations connect to SSG Principles

by supporting location of critical facilities

and protection of ecosystem services, and

to water quality, via DCRM as well as

under Section 307 of the Federal Coastal

Zone Management Act of 1972.



Guidance Manual - Regulation Review 

Appendix B - Table B.1

Conformance with SSG Principles1

Chapter Title 

Subchapter 

Title 

CMC Title / 

Section(s) 

Statute Title

(Public Law #) Strengths Deficiencies 

Bureau of Environmental and Coastal Quality – Titles 15 and 65

Coastal Resources 

Management Rules and 

Regulations

15-10

N/A 1 CMC §§ 2081-2082

2 CMC §§1501-1543

Coastal Resources 

Management Act of 1983 

(PL 3-47)

P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7, P8, P9,

P10, P11, P12

Aboveground Storage 

Tank Regulations

65-5

N/A 1 CMC §§ 2646-2649 

2 CMC §§ 3101-3134

Commonwealth Env. 

Protection Act of 1982 

(PL 3-23)

P4 P1, P2, P3, P5, P6, P7, P8, P9, P10,

P11, P12

Air Pollution Control 

Regulations

65-10

N/A “ “ Not Applicable Not Applicable

Drinking Water 

Regulations

65-20

N/A “ “ P1, P2, P3, P4, P6, P9, P10, P11, P12 P5, P7, P8

Earthmoving and Erosion 

Control Regulations

65-30

N/A “ “ P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7, P8, P9,

P10, P11, P12

Harmful Substance Clean 

Up Regulations

65-40

N/A “ “ Not Applicable Not Applicable



Guidance Manual - Regulation Review 

Appendix B – Summary Evaluations 

Administrative Agency

Regulation  

Description

Strength vs. Deficiencies

Synthesis

Recommend Technical Revisions



Support for SSG via regulations revision = support for 
increased sustainable development outcomes  



Activity - Regulations Revision Priorities

Break into groups 

Review Table 6.1 in activity handout 

Discuss with your group 1-2 regulations to recommend 

for revision to mainstream / fast-track SSG

implementation 

Be prepared to share your prioritized list with other 

groups 





Regulation Revision Process 

Agency authorization to issue regulations

1 CMC §9102 and §9115

Procedures for Promulgation 

Administrative Code Title 5 Chapter 5-10, 

Part 100



Regulation Revision 

Process

Chronological Order of 

Actions 

Notice of Intention

Public Hearings

Consider comments

Adoption

Requests for 

Justification



Conclusion 

Consistent application of regulations

Improved resiliency of the built 

environment  = positive outcomes

SSG integral framework for sustainable 
development 

Regulations can support compliance 

with SSG principles. 



Activity – Check Learning Goals

Revisit learning goals written during Module 1

Reflect if you met your goals



Activity – Regulations Support for SDGs

Break into groups 

Review CSDP SDG #6

Focus on stormwater targets and indicators

Explore the connection to existing CNMI plans and permit 

processes  

Review CNMI Regulation 15-10

Determine the adequacy of the regulation to achieve SSG 

conformance 

Provide recommendations






